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Estimates, the House should have the
written opinions of the Committee of Ad-
vice before it. He therefore rose for the

uroeof proposing an amendment. He
believed it was one of the privileges of

members, when a motion was made for
going into Committee of Supply, to pro-
pose any amendment, without notice, and
lie now wished to exercise this privilege
by moving, " That in the opinion of this
" House it is desirable that the opinions
" expressed by the Committee of Advice,
"acting under the provisions of the Audit
"Act, with reference to many of the items
"included in the Supplementary Esti-
"mates now before the House, be laid on
"the Table, -before the House resolves
"itself into a Committee of the Whole to
"consider these Estimates." If, as be

understood, the Colonial Secretary was'
prepared to place these opinions on the
Table, lie did not know that there was
any necessity for him to proceed any
further with his amendment; but he did
think that, before going into Committee
of Supply, hon. members should not only
have these opinions place~d before them,
but that they should also be printed, so
that, when the various items of expen-
diture came to be confirmed, hon. mem-
hers may have the printed opinions of
the Committee of Advice before them.

Tun-COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said he was in the hands of
the House in the matter entirely; at the
same time, looking at the delay that

mig ht occur in obtaining and printing
these written opinions, he did not know
whether the House would care to wait
for their production before proceeding
with the Estimates. He had all the
papers relating to the various items of
expenditure before him, and was pre-
pared to furnish the House with every
information; nevertheless, if it was the
wish of hon. members to have these
papers printed, he was quite willing to
consent to an adjournment, until hon.
members bad an opportunity of perusing
them.

The motion for going into Committee
was then put and negatived.

.The House adjourned at eight o'clock,
p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Monday, 30th Juy, 1883.

Report of Seiect Commlittee on Excess Bill, i82--
Sandalwood areas, Victoria Ditit-arof
F'lagstaff, Qeraldton-Noney spent on~ledcl
Officer'. quarters. Geruldtcn-Conveyanee of Mails
between Geraldton and Doebourne-Ahoriginal
Native Offenders Bill: fist reading-Paymeent of
Native Witnesses-Tennlinus of Northern Railway
at Northamupton-The Auditor General and the
Audit Act: As to carrying out provisions of the Act
-Boat Licensing Bill: second readling-Meassure
(No. 6) referred to Select Cormnittee-colad Jury
Abolitioni Bill ;third reading-Reply to Message
(No. 7): Calcutta Exhihition-Reprint of Statutes
-Adjournmrent.

THE SPEAKER took t~he Chair at
,seven o'clock, P.

PRAYERS.

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON
EXCESS BILL, 1882.

MR. SHENTON brought up the report
of the Select Committee to whom the
Excess Bill, 1882, had been referred.

SANDALWOOD AREAS: VICTORIA
DISTRICT.

MR. WITTENOOM, in accordance
with notice, asked the Colonial Secretary,
" Why no steps were taken to carry out
" the suggestions of the Government
" Resident of Geraldton, with regard to
":shutting up land to prevent the cut-
"ting of immature sandalwood; which

" suggestions were embodied in a letter
"dated the 21st December, 1882, and

" gathered by him at great trouble from
" the leading persons in the Victoria
" District connected with the sandal.
" wood businessl" The hon. member
said that since these suggestions were
made, at least a hundred tons of very
poor wood had been cut downl, which
was so much waste and loss to the
district.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M.X Fraser) replied that by a letter dated
21st November last, the Government
Resident at Geraldton (in reply to a cir-
cular of a previous date) recommended
that a block of country, the boundaries
of which were shown on a map which
accompanied the letter, should be closed
against Sandalwood cutters. This letter
and map had now been referred to the
Surveyor General for his opinion.-
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FLAGSTAFF AT GERALDTON.

MRt. WISUTENOOM asked the Direc-
tor of Public Works, " Why no steps
"had been taken for repairing the
"Flagstaff at Geraldton, which is now
"in a useless and unserviceable condi-
"tion, and which circumstance was re-
"ported to the Government by the
"Government Resident in a letter dated

the 30th August, last year ?"
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. J. H. Thomas) said tim
vote nder the head of " Minor Works"
having been entirely, appropriated, the
question of expenditure on the Gerald-
ton flagstaff was submitted for the
approval of the Finance Committee.
That committee, however, refused to
sanction it. So much for their Finance
Committee. A sum of £40 was, however,
included on the Supplementary Estimates
now before the House, for the purpose of
lproviding a new flagstaff.

MONEY SPENT ON MEDICAL OFFICER'S
QUARTERS, GERA LDTON.

MR. STEERE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Colonial Secretary,
"By whose authority the sum of £300
"1out of a vote of £2,000 appropriated
"to the construction of a hospital at
" Geraldton, was spent in enlarging the
" Medical Officer's quarters at Gerald-
" ton, no expenditure for such work
" having been asked for, or voted by the
" Legislature?" The hon. member said,
that when be expressed his astonishment
the other day at something which the
Government had done, the bon. member
for Gascoyne remarked that he was
not astonished at anything which the
Government might do, under the present
constitution. Really, lie thought there
must be some ground for this remark, in
view of this glaring infraction of the
provisions of the Audit Act, in connec-
tion with the expenditure of this money,
voted for a hospital, but spent on the
doctor's quarters.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.
Al. Fraser) said it appeared that the
erection of sonic necessary additions to
the quarters of the Resident Medical
Officer attached to the Geraldton Hos-
pital, to cost £300, were authorised by
His Excellency the late Governor (Sir
William Robinson).

MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN GERALDTON
AND ]%OEBOURNE.

IN CODIDIVVEE.

Alit. WITTENOOM, in accordance
with notice, moved, "That an Humble
" Address be presented to His Excellency
" the Governor, praying that he will be
" pleased to place the sum of £2,500 on
" the Estimates for 1884, for the purpose
" of conveyance of mails and passengers
" between Geraldton and Roebourne; and
"that such a sum be placed on the
"Supplementary Estimates, to be intro-
"duced during the present Session, as

"may be necessary to carry on such a
" mail seirvice during the remainder of
" the current year." The hon. member
said that in speaking to this motion he
considered he should be speaking to one
of the most important questions that
would come before the Council this ses-
sion. He only asked hon. members to
give it fair consideration, and to look at
the question from an unprejudiced point
of view. A good many people might
probably be inclined to look at it in the
light of a project or a hobby of his own,
and one which was too expensive for the
country to indulge in. But he assured
the House there was nothing at all in
the shape of a hobby about it, and he
would not have asked the Council to
take it into consideration had he not
been assured by a gentleman who was
thoroughly well qualified to form an
opinion on the subject that he (the
gentleman in question) would be pre-
pared to tender for the service and to
carry it out for the sum named, X2,500.
As to the difficulties of performing such
a service, they were not so grat as
might at first sight appear. The principal
objection to it was the distance, but he
found, on reference to the maps at the
Survey Office, that the actual distance to
be traversed was something like 800
miles, which, at the rate of 26 miles a
day, could be accomplished within a
month. This was not a very great rate
of speed for a mail coach, seeing that the
greater part of the road was equal to any
of the macadamised roads of the Colony.
As to the expense, it appeared that at
lpresent there were two mails running, or
about to run, part of the way-one from
Roebourne to Ashburton at a cost of
£300 a year, and the other from Ger-

94 [JULY 30



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 9

aldton to the Murchison, at the same the District Roads Board. [AN HON.
cost. This would still leave a consider- Mnxnua:- What about the police ox-
able extent of country to be bridged over, penditure?] Hle was coming to that.
which, however, was only a question of The police expenditure was purely Gov.
time, and the cost would probably be ernmental expenditure. None of the
about equal to the expense of the two settlers wanted it. They could have
services already mcntioned-£300, mak- dealt with the native question in their
ing a total expenditure of £900 for own way, and at a much less expense.
these three services. This would be in- He noticed hon. members smile. Per-
eluded ink the through service, the estab- hajps they thought he meant the shooting
lishment of which he now advocated, so process? That was not the case at all.
that the extra cost to the country would When lie told hon. members that nearly
not be more than about £1,500. In the whole of the sheep in the district
looking at this expenditure they m ust were shepherded by blackfellows, at a
bear in mind the number of settlers to saving to the settlers employing them of
whom such a service would be of saran- about £240 a year-putting aside all
tage. He found, on reference to the views of humanity, it must be evident it
survey maps, that there were 77 distinct would not be in the interest of the
firms holding land in the districts which settlers to have mnore natives shot than
this mail would pass through, and, as they could possibly avoid. So much for
some of these firms comprised two or the native question. Hon, members
three individuals, he did not think he would thus see that the police expendi-
would be out in saying that at least a ture was expenditure. for which the
hundred settlers, representing an im- settlers of the district could not be fairly
mense area of country and a large num- held responsible. As he said before, the
her of sheep, would he directly benefited whole of the Government expenditure in
by this service. He had no personal these districts was not more than £300 a
knowledge of the country beyond the year, whereas the wool produce alone
Gascoyne-which he would leave other represented a sum of £20,000 a year,
hon. members to deal with-but as to apart from the large amount of duty-
the country between Geraldton and the* paying articles used and consumed on
Gascoyne he was in a. position to speak the settlers' stations, and the land rev-
from hi own knowledge of the progress. enue derived from the occupation of this
which it bad made of late years in the' territory. This revenue, in a short time,
way of settlement. Ten years ago there, would be doubled, and the value of the
was not a solitary settler on it, hut he wool exported, and of the dutiable arti-
had no hesitation in saying that between cles consumed, would be correspondingly
this and next December there would be, increased. Surely, looking at the matter
no less than a thousand bales of wool: in this light, hon. members would not
produced and exported from this part of object to the expenditure of a paltry ad-
the Colony, representing, in value, a sum 'ditional sum of £1,500 in providing the
of £20,000. And as each team which settlers with regular mail communication,
brought in wool would take back a con- and with some regular means of con vey-
siderable quantity of goods and produce 'ance. There was another consideration
in the shape of dutiable articles, he need: to be urged in support of this motion.

hardl point out that the revenue of the JStrangers often came to the Colony,
Colony benefited to an appreciable wishing to see the country, with a view
extent from the trade which had already to speculating in land, but at present

sprung up. Against this return they these people were in a great measure do-
had to put the amount of Government terred from doing so, owing to the
expenditure now going on in the district, difficulty of conveyance, there being nO
and he was sure, when he informed hon. regular means of transport, and the con-
members that the whole of this ex- sequence was land which otherwise

penditure did not amount to more than would probably be taken up and made
£00 a year, they would not begrudge to yield something to the revenue now

the settlers this proposed mail service.: remained an idle wilderness. Several
flat £300 was represented by a vote of - gentlemen with whom he had had some
£2200 for a wail, and a grant of £100 to' conversation on the subject of establish-
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-ing this mail service, said they did not
think it could be carried out: they said
there was no feed and no water, and that
the service, could not he performed.
That was quite beside the present ques-
tion. All he now asked was that the
Rouse should agree to this address, and
that the Government should place the
amount asked for on the Estimates, and
that tenders be called for. If there were
obstacles and difficulties, it was not for
that House to raise them at this stage of
affairs. That was a matter for the con-
sideration of the contractor. In acced-

in to this address the Council and the
Gnovernment would have the satisfaction
of knowing that they were assisting a,
deserving class of settlers-men who had
struggled with many difficulties and
hardships in reclaiming a large extent of
territory from a savage wilderness, and
who in going out to do so had taken
their lives in-their hands. Nor had they
solicited any assistance from the Govern-
ment-not even in the way of surveys.
They had seen other districts surveyed;
they had seen the Ash burton and the
Kimberley country surveyed, and the old
rule " first come first served " subverted.
But they had uttered no complaint, be-
cause they knew it was for the good of
the Colony that those districts should be
surveyed. Surely these men were en-
titled to some little enconragement.
They did not ask for much, and what
they did ask for would not benefit them
alone, but would also benefit the Colony.

Tun COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Mi. Fraser) asked the Committee to re-
member that although we have at the
present moment a revenue from which
it might he said we could well spare theamount asked for, still we must also re-
member that the Treasury chest is not
like the purse of Fortunatus. It might
be pretty full 'now, but it had a bottom
to it, and it belioved them to be careful.
Hle did not rise to oppose the motion,
and he only hoped if the address should
be agreed to, His Excellency might feel
in a position to comply with it. At the
same time, he could not at the present
moment give the hon. member or the
House any guaranty on the subject;i but,
if it was the wish of the Committee that
the motion should be adopted, he did not
anticipate any oppositioni on the part of
the Govcrnment.

MR. SHENTON said that when the
Select Committee on the Excess Bill last
year were inquiring into the various
items of expenditure, their attention was
particularly drawn to the cost incurred in
the conveyauce of our mails. A sum of
£7,200 was voted in 1862 for the local
mails, independent of the subsidy to the
steamers for the conveyance of mails
along the coast, and the mails outside
the Colony. Notwithstanding this large
vote, the Supplementary Estimates con-
tained a further sum of £600 for the
conveyance of local wails, masking this
item alone Q7,800. In addition to this
£600, they found that at the end of
the year there was an overdraft of
£1,261 3s. 4d., so that the total cost of
conveying our inland mails during 1882
amounted to no less than 9,061 3s. 4d.
On looking at the Estimates for 1883, he
found that the House had voted £8,080
for the conveyance of inland mails, which
though a large figure, had not proved
sufficient, for on the Supplementary Esti-
mates a further sum of £1,700 was asked
for, to carry them to the end of the year,
so that our inland mails this year would
cost us no less than £9,780 at least; the
probability was, judging from past ex-

peine that this sum would not prove
sufcet and he did not suppose he
would he much above the mark if he put
down the cost of our inland mail service
this year at about £11,000. And now it
was proposed to increase this expendi-
ture by starting another service, esti-
mated to cost £2,500 a year. Ho thought
that, instead of asking for so large a sum
as this for the proposed service, it was
worthy of their serious consideration, if
the means were available, whether the
m~o]ney should not he expended in giving
increased postal facilities to the more
settled parts of the Colony. It must be
borne in mind that -we were about to give
telegraphic facilities to these Northern
settlements, so that the necessity for a
mail service would not be so great.

Mr.. McRtAE cousidered that, looking
at the large extent of country 'which
this mail service would benefit, and the
isolated position of the settlers, the
money asked for would be money well
spent. There was not the slightest
doubt it would benefit a larger extent of
territory than any other line in the
Colony, and it would go a great way to
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further encourage the opening up of that
territory, by the facilities it would afford
to strangers and others to have a lock- at,
it. He knew it would be a. great boon to
the settlers beyond the Gascyne.

MR. CROWTHER, who was very in-
distinctly heard, was understood to sup-
port the motion.

MR. STEEE said he also felt very
much inclined to support it, on the
grounds already stated. As to the tale-
raphinue doing away with the necessity

for this mail service, it must be borne in
mind that the telegraph line would be
constructed contiguous to the coast,
whereas the proposed wail service would
go considerably inland. He could not,
however, agree to the latter part of the
motion, which contemplated the placing
upon the Supplementary Estimates, this
Session, a sum sufficient to carry en the
proposed service durin the remainder of
the current year. He did not think it
was possible that arrangements could be
concluded for the performance of this ser-
vice until next year, and he saw no neces-
sity to make any provision for it on the
Supplementary Estimates this Session.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said it would be quite im-
practicable to get such a. service into
working order this year, and perhaps the
hon. member for Geraldton would con-
sent to amend the motion as suggested.

MR. WITTENOOM said he. would
accept the proposed amendment rather
than risk the whole motion.

MR. STEElIE then moved that all the
words after " Roebourne," in the seventh
line, be struck out.

This was agreed to, and the resolution.
as amended was put and passed.

ABORIGINAL NATIVE OFFENDERS
BILL.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Ron.
A. P. Hensman) moved the first reading
of a Bill to consolidate and amend the
laws providing for the Summary Triail
and Punishment of Aboriginal Native
Offenders in certain eases.

Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

PAYMENT OF NATIVE WITNESSES:
TRIAL OF "1SIMON."

Sin T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL, in
accordance with notice, called the atten-

tion of the House to certain circum -
stances connected with the trial], last
year, at Champion flay, of a native
named Simon, charged with a murderous
assault, and to th e refusal of the Govern-
ment to pay the expenses of a native
witness named Pat, upon whose evidence
the accused was convicted. The hon.
baronet said the question at first sight
might appear to be in the nature of a,
private grievance, but he thought when
be mentioned the circumstances it would
be seen that a question of some public
importance, as affecting the administra-
tion of justice, was involved. The nature
of the grievance complained of was this:
eighteen months ago a shepherd- on the
Lyons was speared by a native called
Simon, because--so it was alleged-the
shepherd refused to give him some
mutton. It appeared that Simon and
four other blacks went to a flock of sheep
in charge of the native Pat, who was in
Mr. Walter Howard's employ, and was a
perfectly civ ilised native, receiving wages
at the rate of £3 a month. Pat refused
to let Simon have any of his master's
sheep, whereupon he was transfixed by
no less than five spears. Some time
afterwards Simon was arrested and Pat
of course was required as a witness for
the prosecution, but, instead of put-
ting the police to the trouble of travel-
ling about a hundred miles with a sum-
mons. Mr. Howard, his master, arranged
with Constable Troy to send Pat to port
Gascoyne to meet the steamer for con-
veyance to Geraldton to attend the trial.
IThe native went down for that purpose,
some time in October last, and was de-
tamned by the: police at Geraldton until
December, the native Simon having
meanwhile been convicted of the out-
rage and sentenced to three years, Pat
being the principal witness for the Crown.
When the police no longer wanted him,
he was permitted to go back, and was
given a couple of pounds for his trouble,
but he did not turn up at the Gascoyne
until the following May, his employer
meanwhile being deprived of his services.
When attending the sessions at Gerald-
ton, an application was made on his be-
half by Mr. du Boulay, at Mr. Howard's
request, that heo should be allowed his
expenses, like any other witness, but the
court refused to entertain the application,
whereupon Mr. dui Boulay placed the

97



98 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

matter in the bands of Messrs. Stone
and Bui-t, who communicated with the
Administrator of the Government, with
a, view to recover the witness's expenses.
He understood that His Excellency the
Administrator was in favor of the claim
being paid, but the then Acting Attorney
General advised the Government not to
recognise it. This advice, it appeared,
was not based upon any legal ground,
but merely upon the question of custom,
and from that day to this neither the
witness nor his master had been able to
obtain any redress. He thought it was
very desirable that this question of the
payment of native witnesses should be
placed on some satisfactory footing, both
in the interests of the natives themselves
and of their employers. With regard to
the particular case referred to, having
thus called the attention of the House to
the circumstances connected with it, he
would now, in accordance with notice,
move, "1That an Humble Address be pro-
"sented to His Excellency the Governor,
"respectfully requesting that His Excel-
"lency would be pleased to reconsider
"the decision in this matter which the
"late Administrator felt himself bound

"to arrive at in consequence of the ad-
"vice tendered to him by the Acting
"Attorney General,"

Tnx COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) believed the hon. member for
Plantagenet had stated the facts of the
case exactly as they had been represented
to him, but the hon. baronet had not
mentioned all the circumstances. He
had led the House to infer that this
native witness had not been paid for his
services in any way beyond the £2 which
was given him when he was returning to
the Gascoyne. That was not the ease.
He did not mean to say that this native
was paid at the same rate as witnesses
of our own race are paid, but he received
what in the opinion of the Chairman of
Quarter Sessions was a fair amount. He
was treated in accordance with the usual
custom of dealing with these native
witnesses, and, from the returns furnish-
ed, it appeared that a sum of £7 7s. was
expended in connection with his attend-
ance at the sessions. His passage from
his own district to Geraldton by steamer
was provided for, and his board and
lodging whilst at Geraldton were also
provided for him. In addition to this,

when he went away, he was presented, as
already said, with a sum of £22. With
regard to paing native witnesses,-as
the Government Resident said, referring
to this very mattter, it would be simply
throwing money away to give it to these
so-called " civilised" natives, who spent
every sixpence they got in drink and
debauchery, whilst as to "1bush " natives
they had little or no idea of the value of
money, rat him self, it appeared, a few
hours after he was paid, had Dot a
blessed sixpence left. The question
opened up by the hon. member for Plan-
tagenet,-that there should he a fixed
scale for the payment of native witnesses,
in the same way as there is a fixed scale
for the payment of whites or Europeans,
-was a question which no doubt was
open to argument. But his present object
i n rising was to explain away the iin-
pression which he thought the bon.
baronet had left on the minds of hon,
members that this native Pat had been
unfairly treated-that he had been
brought down from the Gascoyne to tier-
aldton and kept there a long time, and
that he received nothing for it. This, as
he had already said, was not the case.
With regard to the employers of these
natives, and their claimsg to consideration
consequent upon their native servants
being called away to give evidence, ho
would remind the hon. member that the
settlers who employed natives were in no
way singular as regards any inconvenience
or loss they were put to in connection
with the administration of justice. All
classes of the community were occasion-
ally called upon to make some sacrifice
in this respect, and it was the duty of
every citizen to submit to such sacri-
flee, in the interests of law and order.
The country could not, he taxed in order
to pay these natives large stuns of
money, which, after all, would be of no
use or benefit to them,-though pro-
bably something might be done in the
way of regulating the scale of payment
which they ought to be allowed, and the
mode of payment.

Mn. STEERE thought that, after the
explanation furnished by the leader of
the Government, the bon. member for

Albany might withdraw his motion. He
agre with the Colonial Secretary that
it would lead to enormous expense if
these native witnesses were to be paid on
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the same scale as whites, and, as to the all the freedom of his native wilds, oh-
particular ease referred to, it appeared livious of all grievances in connection
that not only were the 'witness's expenses' with his late visit to U-eraldton.
paid, but that he also received a present SIR T. COCKBUJRN-CAMPBELL
of a. couple of pounds in addition, so that said it was all very well to try and make
there was no hardship at all in his case. fun of this matter, but his object in

MR. BROWN thought the hon. mem- I bringing it under the attention of the
her for the Swan was mistaken when he House was not so much for the purpose
said that all the expenses of this native of airing the grievances of this particular
were paid, or that a sufficient sum had. native, as to point out that, in treating
been paid to him. Everyone must know! native witnesses as they were now treat-
that £2 was not enough to take him . ed,- the Government was acting entirely
hack to the Gascoyne. While agreeing outside the law, and that it was desir-
as to the undesirability of giving these able there sbould be some steps taken to
natives any large sums of money-for he meet such cases. The settlers did not
was perfectly sure that, whether "1civil- want, as the Colonial Secretary seemed to
ised " or uinciviiised, they would only imagine, to be compensated for the loss
squander it away-still whatever was due of their natives' services in such cases,
to them might be handed over for their, but they thought the least that could
use and benefit to somebody who would i be expected was that these natives
presumably take care that it was ex- should be sent back by the Government
pended on them. The question was no I to their districts when no longer wanted
doubt rather a difficult one to deal with, 'as witnesses for the Crown. As for the
but he thought it would be satisfactory if* Colonial Secretary's statement that rat's
the Government were to make some pro-; passage from the Gascoyne to Geraldton
visions for paying native witnesses on had been paid by the Crown, he could
some reasonable scale. only say that he had in his hand the bill

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. ! for that passage which Mr. Howard had
A. P. Henaman) hoped the hon. member; settled, and which he distinctly stated
for Plantagenet would accept the sug- had never been refunded to him.
gestion already made and withdraw his MR. MARMION concurred as to the
motion. On the whole, it did not appear desirability of there being some fied
to him-he had not the facts of the case scale of payment for native witnesses",
quite so "1pat " as the hon. baronet-but, and that the Government should not
it did not appear to him that this native miake fish of one and flesh of another.
witness after all had any solid grievance. No doubt there would be a difficulty
On the contrary, the noble savage, in this in some cases as to whom the expenses
particular instance, seemed to have been should be paid, but probably the diffi-
remarkably well treated. Not only were jculty might be got over.
all his personal wants supplied, and his The motion was then with drawn, upon
hotel expenses paid for him, but, when the Colonial Secretary undertaking to
the time came for him to retrace his represent to His Excellency the Governor
steps to his own native Gtscoyne, a what appeared to be the feeling of the
paternal Government sent him on his House in the matter, as regards the pay-
way rejoicing with the sum of £2 in his,. merit of native witnesses.
pockets, which Pat incontinently pro-I
ceeded to spend among his frien~ds and: TERMINUS OF NORTHERN RAILWAY
acquaintances. He thought the hon.
baronet had done al that was required AT NORTHAMPTON.
to be done in the matter. He had Mia. WITTENOOM said that on ac-
drawn attention to the scale of payment, count of the very vague and unsatis-
and the mode in which these natives factory answer he had received the other
ought to be paid, and he (the Attorney day when he put a question to the Comn-
General) venatured to suggest it was missioner of Railways, as to what the
rather beneath the dignity of that House Government proposed to do with refer-
to have its time taken up in discussing the ence to the land upon which tho railway
case of this particular native, -who, in all terminus at Northampton had been
probability, was now enjoying himself in, built, he had now, in accordance with
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notice, to move, "That an Humble Ad-
"dress he presented to His Excellency
"the Governor, praying that he will be
"pleased to inform the Council what
"arrangements were made with the Ex-
eutors of the Estate of the late George

"Shenton for acquiring the land on
"which the buildings of the Northampton

"Terminus of the Northern Railway are
"4erected, and if no arrangements were
"made, what steps the Government eon-
"template taking to secure the' land
"required for the said terminus."

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said the position of affairs
with regard to this matter was as follows:
a, communication in the first instance was
made by the legal advisers of the
executors of the estate in question, and
upon receipt of this communication a
correspondence ensued, and the whole
matter was eventually referred by the
Government to the Crown Law Officers,
where it now rested. As the matter was
still sub judice, he hoped the hon. mem-
ber would see the inexpediency of pro-
ceeding any further with the presentation
of this address.

The motion upon being put was nega-
tived.

THE AUDITOR GENERAL AND THE
AUDIT ACT.

MR. S. H. PARKER, in accordance
with notice, moved, "That an Humble
" Address be presented to His Excellency
" the Governor, praying that he will he
" pleased to direct the Auditor General
"to furnish the House with a statement
"containing full particulars of every case
"in which default has been made in
"delivering or sending accounts, or ac-
"counting for public moneys, and of all
"sums allowed by the Auditor General
"without any vouchers, or with imperfect
"vouchers-as ho is required to do by

"'The Audit Act, 1881,"' The hon.
member said that when this Act came
into force it was fully imagined it would
prove a wholesome cheek upon the Gov-
ernment as regards illegal expenditure.
Considerable opposition was shown to it
at first, both in the House and outside.
They were told there was no necessity
for it. They were told that in Sir
William Robinson we had a Governor
who would not spend a penny without

legal authority-a Governor who would
never dream of expending public funds
without the sanction of the Legislature.
But it now appeared that this model Gov-
ernor, of whom it was said that he would
not think of spending a shilling of public
money illegally,-this exemplary Gover-
nor who himself never lost an oppor-
tunity of informing the House and the
country, by message and by speech, of
his desire to keep within the votes of the
Legislature-it now appeared that, dur-
ing the short time this Audit Act was in
force while this model Administrator
was here, the Act was almost a nullity.
They found from the report of the Select
Committee on the Excess Bill-which
report they had just heard read-that
Sir William Robinson and his Govern-
ment-and it was the Governor himself
who was responsible-had spent various
sums of money without reference what-
ever to the Committee of Advice ap-
pointed under the Act, whereas, by law,
His Excellency had no right to spend a
penny beyond what had been voted by
the House, without consulting this Com-
mittee of Advice. They were told that
evening that it was Sir William Robin-
son-the model Governor who would not
spend a farthing illegally-who had
actually anthorised the expenditure upon
a medical officer's quarters of a sum of
£300 out of a vote of £2000 passed by
that House for building a hospital.
When they found this exemplary Gover-
nor spending the public money in this
unconstitutional manner, and setting the
Audit Act at defiance, was it to be sur-
prised at that his officers, the Auditor
General and the Colonial Treasurer,
should have evaded the duties imposed
upon them by that Act? What did the
13th section of the Act provide for? It
provided, in the first place, that the
Treasurer shall prepare a yearly state-
ment of revenue and expenditure, show-
ing whether such expenditure is under or
in excess of the amounts authorised by
the Legislative Council. That had been
done. It also provided that if the ex-
penditure should be in excess of the
amount appropriated, the Treasurer shall
state the authority under which such excess
was disbursed. This had not been done.
The Colonial Treasurer, in the statement
furnished to that House, had carefully
omitted it. He had refrained from stat-
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ing, as he ought to have stated, under~
whose authority over expenditure was in-
eurred. The clause further provided that
this statement, when prepared by the
Treasurer, shall be transmitted to the
Auditor General, who, upon receiving it,
was called upon to make a report explain-
ing suhstatements in full, and showing
in wha particulars it agreed with or
differed from his own accounts, and, in
case of any disagreement, reconciling
and explaining such difference, and to
furnish full particulars of every case in
which default had been made in account-
ing for public moneys, and of all sums
allowed by him (the Auditor General)
without any vouchers, or with imperfect
vouchers. He had carefully read the
Auditor General's annual report, but be
found no mention whatever in it of any-
thing of the kind ;in fact, that officer
had omitted to do almost everything lie
was required by law to do under the
Audit Act. The clause further provided
that, within two months. after receiving
the Treasurer's statement, the Auditor
General shall return it, with his own re-
port, to the Treasurer, and that the Gover-
nor shall cause a copy of the same to be
laid before the Legislative Council within
three days after the commencement of
the Session. Was that dlone?~ No. If
it had been dlone there would have been
no necessity for him to have moved this
address. There would have been no ne-
cessity for him to ask how much money
had been illegally spent, without reference
to the Committee of Advice appointed un-
der the Act. It was his intention to fol-
low this motion with a similar one, calling
upon the Colonial Treasurer to furnish
the statement which the Act required
him to furnish, in order that the House
might, if possible, see that the Act was
carried out as it ought to be carried
out, and as it was intended by that
House it should be carried out. If
they could not by means of this Audit
Act prevent the Governor for the time
being from spending money illegally,
they could at any rate, if they got these
returns, find out by whose authority the
illegal expenditure was incurred, after
the money was gone. He thought that
this Act, in its operation, had clearly
proved that, unless we had a Govern-
ment responsible to the country, a
Ministry elected by the people and7 re-

sponsible to the people, we could never
expect. to put an end to illegal expendi-
ture, He did not think any Audit Act
would deter the Government from in-
dulging in unauthorised expenditure
until wve took the Government of the
country into our own hands.

The motion was then put and carried.

BOAT LICENSING BILL.
TE COLONIAL SECRTARY (Hon.

H. Fraser), in moving the second read-
ing of this Bill, said its object was to
remedy an omission in the Act by em-
powering the board appointed to license
boats and other vessels to have an in-
spection of any licensed vessels during
the currency of the license, and to re-
cover the expenses of such inspection
from the owner. The Bill was a very
short one, and was self-explanatory, so
that he need do no more than formally
move its second reading.

Mn. RANDELL said it had been his
intention to have brought forward a
measure consolidating the existing laws
on this subject, and introducing some
new provisions which he thought were
necessary, but he had been forestalled by
the Government, and he was debarred by
the rules of the House from introducing
another measure dealin with the same
subject this Session. He had been mis-
led in this matter by the clause in His
Excellency's Speech, in which they were
told that a Bill dealing with the survey
of boats would be among the measures
to be introduced this Session. 'From the
prominent place given to the subject, he
was led to suppose that the Bill, when
introduced, would have dealt with a
more important matter than the present
Bill dlid. His mind went back to the
wreck of the ill-fated Macedon, and the
reports which were current at the time
as to the condition of the boats which
the steamer carried for the safety of
passengers, and he thought probably
the Government intended to deal with
that very important matter-the in-
spection of boats which coasting steamers
carry. In this, however, he had been
disappointed, and he was informed that
such a provision would not be within the
scope of tbe present Bill. But he hoped
to be able, next year, all being well, to
take the steps which he had intended
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taking this Session had he not been fore-
stalled, and to introduce a measure of a
more comprehensive character than the
Bill now before the House.

Motion agreed to.
Bill read a second time.

CONSIDERATION OF MESSAGE (No. 6)
RE TRANSFER LUNA-TIC ASYLUM.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.

Mv. Fraser) said hon. members bad no
doubt perused the despatch accompanying
His Excellency's Message relating to the
proposed transfer of the Lunatic Asylum
at Fremnantle from the Imperial to the
Local Government, and it had been sug-
gested to him that it would be as well
that the Message and its enclosure
should, in the first place, be referred
to a Select Committee. It would be
seen that the Imperial Government pro-
posed to contribute at the rate of £42
a year for the maintenance of each lunatic
chargeable to Imperial funds, and His
Excellency was advised that this sum
would be adequate to cover all expenses.
As a, matter of fact, it would leave a
considerable margin between the actual
cost per bead, and the amount which the
Home Government offered to pay; at
the same time, a conclusion should not
be too hastily arrived at on such a subject.
Consideration must be given to all the
attendant expenses, connected with the
taking over of the staff belonging to the
institution. It would be necessary before
doing so to see that the present staff had
their past claims satisfied, and their pro-
spective claims adjusted, for they were
all entitled to pensions, ai~d also com-
pensation for abolition of office. All
these things must be taken into consider-
ation. From the information, however,
in possession of the Government, he was,
inclined to think that the terms offered
by the Imperial authorities would be
advantageous to the Colony, for no doubt
that greater economy could be practised
if the institution were under one super-
vision and control, and some retrench-
ments might be made.

MR. STEERE said the consideration'
of this subject opened up a much larger
question than might be at first contem-
plated. It would appear from the Colo-'
nial Secretary's statement that some
provision would have to be made for

coming to terms with the Imperial
officers at present employed at the
Asylum. He thought that was a, matter
with which this Legislature had nothing
to do; the Imperial Government should
make terms with their own officers. If
the Colonial Government took over this
establishment it must be independent of
any claim which these officers may have
under their present engagements with
the Imperial Government. He was in-
clined to agree with the Colonial Secre-
tary that it would be an advantageous
arrangement to this Colony if the Asylum
were transferred to the Local Government
-apart from any claims which the Im-
perial staff may have upon the Imperial
Government. He thought it would be
very desirable that a Committee of the
House be appointed to inquire into the
whole matter, and to report to the House,
before any reply was made to His Excel-
lency's Message.

MR. MARMION concurred as to the
de-sirability of referring the matter to a
Select Committee. There were several
points to be considered in connection
with the proposed transfer, besides the
mere cost of maintaining the inmates,
and it would be as well that all these
points should be discussed before we ac-
cepted the offer made by the Imperial
Government.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) then moved that the Order of
the Day for the consideration of His
Excellency's Message be discharged, and
that the Message be referred to a Select
Committee, to consist of Air. Marmion,
Mr. Higham, Mr. Stecre, Mr. Sheuton,
and the mover, and, by leave, Mr.
Crowther.

Agreed to.

GRAND JURY ABOLITION BILL.

Read a third time and passed.

CONSIDERATION OP MESSAGE (No.
7): CALCUTTA EXHIBITION.

THn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said no doubt hon. members
bad read the letter which Mr. Joubert,
the Executive Commissioner of the Ex-
hibition proposed to be held at Calcutta,
had addressed to this Government, with
reference to Western Australia being rep-
resented at the Exhibition. Immediately
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upon the receipt of this letter, the Ad-; would be completed within three months.
ministra-tor of the Government caused a When were they likely to be done?
naticed to be inserted in the Gazelle, in-, THE COLONIAL SIEORETARY (Hon.
timating that such a communication had M. Fraser) said that, in addition to the
been received and stating that all par- printing, there was something extra for
ticulams could be obtained at the Colonial indexing, and also a large sum for bind-
Secretary's Office. No response, how- ing. The Government had received the
ever, resulted from this notification, and jfirst instalment, A to H, and, by the last
there did not appear to be any desire mall, they were informed that as soon as
on the part of the colonists to send ex- the binding of the remainder was done,
hibits to the proposed Exhibition. The the other volumes would be forwarded,
Governor, however, being desirous of and inmnediately upon their receipt the
giving every publicity to the fact that Government would be in a position to
the Colony had been i'nvited to take part issue them in complete sets.
in the show, had thought proper to coin-
municate Mr. Joubert's letter, by mes- The Rouse adjourned at hall-past nine
sage, to the House; and it would be for o'clock, p.m.
bon. members to say what they thought
ought to be done in the matter. If they
thought it would be desirable for the
Colony to be represented at the Ex-
hibition, the House would then deter.-_______
mine what expenditure ought to be in-
curred in connection with the affair,
which expenditure would have to be pro-
vided for in the Supplementary Esti-
mates. The Exhibition did not take
place until the end of the year, so that LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
there would be ample time to forward
the exhibits. Hon. members were Tuesday, 3sa July, 1883.
probably aware of the feeling of! their ------- :_
constituents in the matter, and of the Tria of Police-constable Wan-Albany Road via Jmys

probability or otherwise of any exhibits Sebtol Bill: first rcading-Ctttle Trespass Act
being forthcoming. Amendmcnt Bill. fint rcapsg--erldton Res.

MR. STEERE said he did not think m±m ttAouAet iesn
there could be much doubt as to the
feeling of the public as to this Exhibi- THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
tion, and he did not think it was neces- noonk.
sary for the House to waste any time
in discussing Mr. Joubert's letter. He Pat'YFSs.
would therefore move, " That an Humble
"Address be presented to His Excel- TRIAL OF POLICE-CONSTABLE WALL.
"lency the Governor, informing His Ex- Mn. SHENTON, in accordance with
"cellency (in reply to Message No. 7) notice, asked the Attorney General, "1On
"that the Council is of opinion that it "what grounds the trial of Thoma Wall
"is not expedient that the Colony should "was transferred from the Geraldton
"at so late a period accept Mr. Joubert's "Quarter Sessions to the Supreme Court
"proposal to take part in the Calcutta "at Perth P " He asked the question be-
"Exhibition." cause it was a well-known fact that this

The motion was agreed to, newm. con. trial entailed a very large expenditure of
public money, and he was led to believe
that the venue was changed by instruc-

REPRINT OF STATUTES. tions from the Acting Attorney General.
-Mn. S. H. PARKER, with leave, with- Of course, if there were any good reasons

out notice, asked the Colonial Secretary, why the question should not be re-
when the statutes, for which a sum of plied to, on legal grounds, he would
£1,000 was voted last year, would be withdraw it; but if there was no objec-
reprinted? It was stated that they tion he thought it would be satisfactory
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